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The famous passage in Ecclesiastes 3
reads,
"There is a time for everything,
and a season for every activity under the
heavens:
a time to be born and a time to die."
Recent weeks have provided us with time
to reflect upon the life and death of Her
Late Majesty. An estimated 4 billion
people watched all or part of last week's
funeral service - that's very nearly half the
world's population - and in doing so were
presented with a deeply Christian
response to death. In our Bible reading
from 1Timothy 2 last Sunday we read
together, "[God] wants all people to be
saved and to come to a knowledge of the
truth." He doesn't want people to die
without knowing about the saving death of
Jesus Christ. Responding to this truth, Paul
asked, "how can they believe in the one of
whom they have not heard? And how can
they hear without someone preaching to
them?" (Romans 10:14).
Sharing the Gospel with those who don't
yet believe can seem daunting. "What if
they mock me?" and, "what if they have
clever arguments I can't refute?" are just 2
of the thoughts that might go through our
minds when we think about sharing the
Gospel with others. But remember this,
our role is to speak in the power of the
Holy Spirit and to leave the results to God.

Jesus simply asked us to be his witnesses
(Acts 1:8).
Thinking about the funeral this week, one
person on Twitter (@nxlanglo) wrote this,
"500 years ago Archbishop of Canterbury
Thomas Cranmer was martyred for his
Book of Common Prayer & wanting church
services to be in English; he died most
likely believing he was a failure. Today his
words formed the basis for the most
witnessed event in human history."
When you witness for Christ, there's no
telling what the outcome will be. Cranmer
could never have known that his liturgy
would one day be heard by in excess of 4
billion people in just one day! When in
1987 my friend Tim invited me to an event
his church was hosting, he had no way of
knowing that I wouldn't laugh at him or
tease him for doing so. But thanks to Tim
(and others like him), I came to hear the
Gospel and was saved. You too may have
a similar story.
The above passage from Ecclesiastes also
includes this in verse 7, "there is time to
speak and a time to be silent." When the
opportunity arises, may I encourage you to
be bold and to speak about Jesus and his
saving grace? All of us will one day face
death, and it's vitally important therefore
that we do all we can to share this good
news with others - just like my friend Tim
and Archbishop Cranmer did - regardless
of the opposition we might face.

“But godliness
with contentment
is great gain.”
1 Timothy 6:6
Bible Readings for September 25th
1 Timothy 6:6-19 (NIVUK)
6 But godliness with contentment is
great gain. 7 For we brought nothing
into the world, and we can take
nothing out of it. 8 But if we have
food and clothing, we will be content
with that. 9 Those who want to get
rich fall into temptation and a trap
and into many foolish and harmful
desires that plunge people into ruin
and destruction. 10 For the love of
money is a root of all kinds of evil.
Some people, eager for money, have
wandered from the faith and pierced
themselves with many griefs.
11 But you, man of God, flee from all
this, and pursue righteousness,
godliness, faith, love, endurance and
gentleness. 12 Fight the good fight
of the faith. Take hold of the eternal
life to which you were called when
you made your good confession in
the presence of many witnesses.
13 In the sight of God, who gives life
to everything, and of Christ Jesus,
who while testifying before Pontius

Pilate made the good confession, I
charge you 14 to keep this command
without spot or blame until the
appearing of our Lord Jesus Christ,
15 which God will bring about in his
own time – God, the blessed and
only Ruler, the King of kings and Lord
of lords, 16 who alone is immortal
and who lives in unapproachable
light, whom no one has seen or can
see. To him be honour and might for
ever. Amen. 17 Command those
who are rich in this present world not
to be arrogant nor to put their hope
in wealth, which is so uncertain, but
to put their hope in God, who richly
provides us with everything for our
enjoyment. 18 Command them to do
good, to be rich in good deeds, and
to be generous and willing to share.
19 In this way they will lay up
treasure for themselves as a firm
foundation for the coming age, so
that they may take hold of the life
that is truly life.

“Fight the good ght of the
faith.”
1 Timothy 6:12

Luke 16:19-31 (NIVUK)
19 ‘There was a rich man who was
dressed in purple and fine linen and
lived in luxury every day. 20 At his
gate was laid a beggar named
Lazarus, covered with sores 21 and
longing to eat what fell from the rich
man’s table. Even the dogs came and
licked his sores.

Lazarus received bad things, but now
he is comforted here and you are in
agony. 26 And besides all this,
between us and you a great chasm
has been set in place, so that those
who want to go from here to you
cannot, nor can anyone cross over
from there to us.”

22 ‘The time came when the beggar
died and the angels carried him to
Abraham’s side. The rich man also
died and was buried. 23 In Hades,
where he was in torment, he looked
up and saw Abraham far away, with
Lazarus by his side. 24 So he called
to him, “Father Abraham, have pity
on me and send Lazarus to dip the
tip of his finger in water and cool my
tongue, because I am in agony in this
fire.”

27 ‘He answered, “Then I beg you,
father, send Lazarus to my family,
28 for I have five brothers. Let him
warn them, so that they will not also
come to this place of torment.”
29 ‘Abraham replied, “They have
Moses and the Prophets; let them
listen to them.”
30 ‘“No, father Abraham,” he said,
“but if someone from the dead goes
to them, they will repent.”
31 ‘He said to him, “If they do not
listen to Moses and the Prophets,
they will not be convinced even if
someone rises from the dead.”’
fi

25 ‘But Abraham replied, “Son,
remember that in your lifetime you
received your good things, while

Harvest Service
Our Harvest Service is next week - Sunday 2nd October. We will be collecting
donations for Eastleigh Basics Bank. Here are some of the things they are most
urgently in need of at present: Tinned meats/fish, tinned veg/
potatoes/fruit, rice, desserts (e.g. rice pudding, custard),
spreads (e.g. jam, honey), long-life milk, sugar, porridge,
coffee, biscuits, squash, shampoo, deodorant, toothpaste,
toothbrushes and washing up liquid. Do have a think about
what you might be able to donate.
Harvest Lunch
Following our Harvest Service next Sunday, we will gather
together as a church family for a Harvest Lunch, from 12pm
- 2pm. We will provide some hearty autumn casseroles and
bread for all to share. Please can you bring a pudding to
share, and drinks for yourselves. Donations welcome on the day.
An Invitation from The King’s School
You are warmly invited to The King's School Open
Morning on Saturday 1st October 2022 from
10.30am to 12noon. This is a great opportunity to
tour the school, meet with staff and pupils and ask
questions. At 11.15am there will be a short
presentation by Mrs Bowden, Headteacher, who
will share the vision of the school and explain how
we can support your child/children through their education in
a Christian environment. They would love to see you there - no need to book!
Calling all Quiz fans!
St Peter’s Boyatt Wood is hosting a Quiz Night on Saturday 8th
October from 7pm. Tickets are £6 per person and include a
Ploughman’s supper and pudding. You’re invited to bring your
own drinks and nibbles. Teams of no more than 6 can sign up
by calling Jan Shearing on 02380 365205.
Keep in touch by signing up to ChurchSuite, on Facebook, or via www.EastleighParish.com
Church Wardens: Phil 07966 159 684 / Keith O7905 249 860
Sue Fletcher: 07502427693 Adrian (LLM): 07973232872

